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Slum Dwellers Protest
Forcible Eviction
Arcund 300 persons staged a pro-
test on Thursdsy condemning the
Chennai Corporation for forcibly
evicting them from their shums.

<=1 ‘Punish Officers who
3 Helped Dayanidhi

Mew Jersey Assembly
Hails Jayalalithaa

The New Jersey General As-
sembly, USA, recently adopted a
resolution hailing Chief Minister
J Jayalalithas, A copy of it was
handed over to her on Thursday
by Prakash M Swami, a journalist.

Veerappan's Widow
. Appears in Court

Muthulakshmi, widow of forest
Brigand Veerappan, appeaned
in Gobi Court on Thursday on
the first day of the trial in the
Kannads setor Rajlumar kid-

| Dap case.

Gals Go Electronic, Guys Mechanical

Twice the number of girls opt for Electronics & Communication and Information Technology courses when compared to boys

RANKING OF COLLEGES BASED ON ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE OF FIRST YEAR UG STUDENTS (’10-’11)

@ Avoid the following institutions
like the plague

Express News Service

Chennal: Do enginesring
subjects have o gender bias?
Yz, workd ba the mone ;I'ub—
able answer if the trend in
enginetring admissions at
Anna University, nnad i%
anything to go by, Electron-
ics and Communication En=
Fineering, x% usual, i emeng:
img as the favouarite sub-,ptﬂ
among girls while the boys
preferred Mechanical Engi-
neerimg and related subjects,
scconding to admission fa-
thsthes.

T weeles after the Tam-
il Nadu Engineering Coun-
selling began, dose 10 5,500
girls opted for Electronics
and Communication while
oaly 2,500 boys chose the
same sulject. Computer Sci-
ence Engineering and lnfor-
mation Technology wene the
other favourite subjects
among girks, Cless 1o 3.500
girks chose computer science
companed to 1,500 boys and
nearly 2,000 girls chose [T
companed to 500 boys.

Meanwhile, boys were
queuing up for Mechanical
Engineering and related sub-
jects, like Aeronautical and
Automobile Engineering.
Omly 44 girls have chogen
Mexhanical Engineering out

of the 5570 seats allotted.
And, et of the 272 seats al-
lotted in Automobile Engi-
neering, only 2 girls have
1aken the stream.

“Girls usually consider
Mechanical Engineering to
be a hoys' subject’ as ithasa
lo to do with learning about
machines,” says R § Ayushi,
whao apted for the stream in
a cify-tased college. =T foand

GIRLS USUALLY
CONSIDER
MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING
TO BE A ‘BOYS
SUBJECT ASIT
HAS A LOT TO DO
WITH LEARNING
ABOUT
MACHINES
— R 5 Avushi,
Engg aspirant ,’
machines and mechanics
interesting since childhood,
which is why | chose this
subject. But [ had trouble
convincing my friends to
take up the same,” she says.
“Electronics & Communi-
cation or Computer Science

will ensure a corporate job
and a lifestyle that girls pre-

fer rather than working in
harsh anvironments with
machines or alrerafts or au-
tomobiles,” says Jayesh Mu-
kundan, an HR Consultant
with a leading IT firm in the
city, “Women find the IT
wock e Com
fortable while the men prefer
some sdventure, This is the
trend largely observed in
most parts of India." But
contrary to popular belief,
Jayesh says that mechanical
engineers these days do not
deal with harsh eaviron-
ments a8 the feld has more
or less become similar to the
IT sector. “Put simply, you
work with software sitting
imside an air conditioned of-
fice much like in IT.
Electrical and Electronic
and Instrumentation Engi-
tral subjects with both boys
and girls opting for them in
moge or bess same pumbers,
Unlike last year when it was
first introduced, engineering
courses in Tamil mediom
also seemed to have got a
head start with more stu-

Consider yourself lucky if you
get into these colleges

Based on resalts of la

uary 2011 examination

dents choosing it in the firse w30 S4rm Engiotring Coliege

two weeks of counselling,
which implies that students
with high maris are opting
for courses in Tamil.
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= TOP TAELES BASED 0N MO OF STUIDENTS, BOTTOM ON SCRIFTS

‘Good Deemed Varsities Do Exist’

Procedural
Delays in
Issuing Loans
Irk Students

by Gokul Chandrasekar

Chennai: P Rajagopal, a
first-generation student, who
bis b asked o pary the an-
muaal fee of 729,000 within
Lnnda}!Hbe 8 to b aclemie-
ted in Anna University of
Technabogy, Tiruchirapalli

- Panruti , sabd: “We
[my moth= and 1) begged
thee college authorities to give
me admission with half the
amount, promising them
that we will pay the rest in
installments or once our loan
it sanctioned. But they did
£t acoedes o . They say that
my seat will go to gome oth-
er stisdent if T fall to pay the
full amount in the next ten
days. Banks are pefusing to
give us boans until a bonafide
certificate, isswed by the col-
lege, is submitted The col-
lege again says that a
bonafide certificate will be
ismued only after the full fee
is paid. All our hopes have
crashed.”

Kajagopal is not an iso-
lated case to Fall wictim to
procecharal lacunae. At pres-
ent, due to procedural de-
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Anna Univ
ranks engg
colleges on
exam score

M Ramya | min

Chennai: Anna University of
Technology (AUT), Chennal,
on Thursday ranked self-fi
nancing engineering colleges
affiliated to it based on the
acadamic performance of
{irst-year stadents [0 200011,
RMD Engineering College
has been ranked number one

Madras high court had di:
rected Anna University of
Technology to rank affiliated
colleges by July 26 The ordex
was given on a petition by N
Ramprasanth, a first geners:
tion leafner, who said such a
list would help engineering
aspirants to choose a good col
lege through the singls win:
dowcounsalling system.

AUT has branches In
Chennai, Coimbatore, Tiru
chi and Tirunelwell COnly
AUT-Chennai has put out the
izt so far

"We have ghvan lists thai
rank colleges based on pasd
percentage taking into &c
count number of shadents
who appeared for the sxam a4
well a5 pass parcantage based
on the nombér of answer
scripts evaloated,” sald direc
tor of corporate relations al
AUT-Chennal S Salvakumar
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